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AS PROVIDED FOR UNDER SECTION 100B(4)(b) OF THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ACT 1972, THE CHAIRMAN IS OF THE OPINION THAT THIS 
BUSINESS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING AS A MATTER OF 
URGENCY, BY REASON OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES.  THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES ARE THAT FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS HAVE BEEN 
RECEIVED SINCE THE PRODUCTION OF THE ORIGINAL REPORT AND 
MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BEFORE THE COMMITTEE MAKES ANY 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE EXECUTIVE. 
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      RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. This report is submitted to the Education and Children Services Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee as further information relating to Paper No. 10-540 on the 
provision of additional primary school places. 
 

2. However, if the Overview and Scrutiny Committee decided that recommendations 
on it need to be made, these will be reported to the Executive and/or appropriate 
regulatory and other committee for consideration. 
 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 
 

3. Paper No. 10-540 on the main agenda for this Committee set out the responses to 
the Council’s proposals to expand Belleville School which had been received by 
22nd June.  The consultation period closed on 24th June and Paper No. 10-540 
stated that any further responses would be reported orally to the meeting. 
 

4. In fact, a large number of responses were received on the last day of consultation 
and it is therefore more appropriate to summarise the total responses received by 
the 24th June.  Any comments received after that date will be reported to the 
Committee orally. 
 

5. The Council has received 500 responses.  33 were in favour, 456 against and 11 
were unclear.  These responses include a petition from residents near to the 
Forthbridge Road site and a petition organised by Wix School PTA.  All the 
signatories to the petition have been counted as individual respondents in the 
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numbers given above.  Copies of all the responses have been placed in the 
Members Library for information and will be available from 28th June 2010.  

 
6. The vast majority of these respondents supported the use of the Forthbridge Road 

site to provide additional primary school places but the majority of the objectors 
were opposed to the fact that the distance criteria for admissions would be based 
on the distance from the main Belleville site and that this would effectively stop 
children local to the Forthbridge Road site obtaining a place. A number of 
respondents also pointed out that having more children travelling into the area 
could lead to an increase in traffic movement. 
 

7. A number, particularly those associated with Wix School, suggested that Wix 
School should manage the Forthbridge Road site.  A smaller number indicated that  
a separate new school in Shaftesbury Ward would benefit the local community 
and shops. 
 

8. All of these comments are understandable but they do not address the problem the 
Council’s proposal is designed to address, which is insufficient places in the area 
around Belleville and Honeywell Schools and the lack of any alternative primary 
provision.  Nevertheless, a review of the admission criteria for the area is 
proposed in Paper No. 10-540 in order to ensure the concerns raised by the 
respondents are fully considered. 
 

9. Finally, a number complained about the consultation process.  There were two 
issues. First, that the consultation did not cover a wide enough geographical area, 
Second, the first consultation did not specifically refer to the admission 
arrangements for the new site, 
 

10. The area covered by the consultation was the standard area that would normally be 
covered in any local planning consultation.  In any future consultation on this 
particular issue, a wider area will be covered.  On the second point, the 
consultation was very clear that this was a proposal to expand Belleville School.  
It was not a consultation on a change to the existing admission arrangements for 
Belleville School.  In the second consultation, the admission arrangements were 
clearly set out as this has been requested by some respondents.  
 

                                  _________________________________ 
 
 
The Town Hall,     PAUL ROBINSON 
Wandsworth,      Director of Children’s Services 
SW18 2PU 
 
25th June 2010 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Responses received from consultation. 
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All reports to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, regulatory and other 
committees, the Executive and full Council can be viewed on the Council’s website 
(www.wandsworth.gov.uk/moderngov) unless the report was published before May 
2001, in which case the Committee Secretary, Frankie Belloli; tel 020 8871 6005; 
email fbelloli@wandsworth.gov.uk can supply it if required. 
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