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WANDSWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

EXECUTIVE – 5TH JULY 2010 
 
Supplementary report by the Director of Children’s Services concerning the provision of additional 
primary school places for Belleville Primary School. 
 

1. Recommendations.  The Executive are asked, noting the information set out in this report, 
to approve the recommendations set out in Paragraph 3 of Paper No.10-540. 

 
2. Introduction.  The Education and Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

considered reports (Paper Nos. 10-540 and 540B) by the Director of Children’s Services 
on the provision of additional primary school places to meet the continuing rise in birth 
rates and the particular demands in certain areas of the Borough.  In particular, these 
reports propose expansion of Sacred Heart School (Roehampton) (SW15) and Belleville 
School (SW11).  In the case of Belleville School, the proposal is to expand the School by 
the provision of 30 places at the site of the former Vines School on Forthbridge Road. 

 
3. Consultation.   Notices for both proposed expansions were published on 20th May with a 

closing date for responses of 24th June  (copies of the consultation responses are available 
to Members in the Members’ Room).  Paper Nos.10-540 and 540A gave information on 
the results of the consultation as at the dates of their despatch (23rd June and 25th June 
respectively).  As of 2nd July, the responses in respect of the Belleville School proposal can 
be summarised as follows:   525 responses have been received, of which 35 are in favour 
of the proposal, 479 are against and 10 are unclear.   

 
4. In terms of the content of the responses, the information in Paper No.10-540 remains a 

reasonable summary, namely: “Many of the objectors stated they were in favour of an 
expansion of places on the Vines site, but were opposed to the admission criteria.  In fact, 
the vast majority of objections related to the admission arrangements.  A few other 
objectors mentioned a potential increase in traffic and some suggested expanding Wix 
School (SW4) (Shaftesbury).  Those living in the Forthbridge Road area would prefer 
admission to be determined on the basis of distance to the Forthbridge Road site rather 
than Belleville site.”  Paper No. 540A added:  “A number (of respondents), particularly 
those associated with Wix School, suggested that Wix School should manage the 
Forthbridge Road site.  A smaller number indicated that a separate new school in 
Shaftesbury Ward would benefit the local community and shops.” 

 
5. Deputation.   The Committee heard from a deputation of residents living in the vicinity of 

Forthbridge Road.  Their principal points were as follows: 
 

a. They support the use of the Forthbridge Road site for a primary school and do not 
wish this development to be delayed, but they object to the allocation of the places 
there to the roll of Belleville School and to the use of that School’s admission 
arrangements for these places.  
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b. They argue that there is strong evidence of demand from local residents for 
primary school places in the Forthbridge Road area; in particular, they gave 
information suggesting that the demand for places at Wix School, nearer to this 
site than Belleville School, was actually stronger than demand for places at 
Belleville, if assessed by number of applications against number of places 
available.   

 
c. They are concerned that continued provision of additional places at popular 

schools such as Belleville and Honeywell Schools distorts demand by 
encouraging families to move to the area around those schools, fuelling demand 
even further and making it more difficult for families in other areas to secure 
additional places at schools and sites nearer to them.  

 
d. They wish the Council to re-consider the proposal to allocate the places to be 

provided at the Forthbridge Road to the Belleville School roll, and instead 
consider using them to meet demand for places from families in the vicinity of the 
site.   

 
e. They object to the nature of the consultation on the Notice about the Forthbridge 

Road site.  They argue that it was unfair in that it failed to include some key local 
organisations (only two nurseries in the area were consulted); it did not include 
the question of the admission arrangements for the additional school places to be 
provided at the site; and it was only sent to the residents in the immediate vicinity 
of the site.   

 
6. As indicated in Paper No. 10-540A, many of the points raised by the deputation and the 

respondents to the consultation more broadly, are understandable, but they do not address 
the problem the Council’s proposal is designed to address, which is insufficient places in 
the area around Belleville and Honeywell Schools.  It is clear that additional places are 
required to address the demand in the Northcote area and there are no alternative sites for 
expansion which are immediately available to the Council.  Nevertheless, a review of the 
admission criteria for the area around the Forthbridge Road site is proposed in order to 
ensure the concerns raised by the respondents are fully considered.  This will be a broader 
consultation covering issues such as admission arrangements; the most recent consultation 
about which the deputation complained, concerned only a proposal to expand Belleville 
School.   
 

7. Conclusion.  The recommendation to the Executive, now supported by the Education and 
Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee, is to proceed with the expansion 
of places at Belleville School using the Forthbridge Road site. 

 
 
The Town Hall, 
Wandsworth, 
SW18 2PU. 
 
2nd July 2010 

PAUL ROBINSON 
Director of Children’s Services 

 
 
Background Papers 
  
Paper Nos.10-540 and 540A. 
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All reports to Overview and Scrutiny Committees, regulatory and other committees, the Executive 
and the full Council can be viewed on the Council’s website (www.wandsworth.gov.uk/moderngov) 
unless the report was published before May 2001, in which case the Committee Secretary, Mr 
Frankie Belloli (020 8871 6005) fbelloli@wandsworth.gov.uk  can supply it if required. 
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