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	Cyril Richert

Clapham Junction Action Group

51 Mossbury Road

London SW11 2PA


	Wandsworth Council

Environment and Community Services Department

The Town Hall

Wandsworth High Street

London   SW18 2PU

Please contact: Mr Barry Sellers

Telephone:  (020) 8871 6631

Fax:  (020) 8871 6003

Email: boroughplanner@wandsworth.gov.uk

Web: www.wandsworth.gov.uk

Minicom: (020) 8871 8403

Our ref:  DTS

Your ref:  

Date:  5 January 2012


Dear Mr Richert

Clapham Junction Station Improvement Proposal

I refer to your letter of 10 October 2011, and my initial reply of 20 October concerning your Group’s report on Clapham Junction Station.
Once again I welcome your Group’s work to draw attention to the issues at Clapham Junction Station, which are complex. As you are aware the Council revised its 10-point plan for resolving issues at the station in 2011, set out below.
1. Complete the East London Line extension to Clapham Junction 

2. Connect Clapham Junction to the Underground 
3. A new station entrance to St John's Hill via Brighton Yard 

4. Improve the station environment and facilities 

5. Provide new rail services to Heathrow and Gatwick Airports 

6. Improve the routes between the town centre and the station 

7. Improve interchange between rail, bus services, taxis and cycling 
8. Increase the capacity of the station 
9. Improve train frequencies 
10. Improve public transport information and convenience of ticketing 
Of these item 3 has been completed and item 1 is due to be completed by December of this year.

As regards your report you refer to platform lengthening (2.3) being cancelled.  However, we are still expecting this to be completed by 2014 to enable 10 car local services to be operated as planned.  Prior approval applications for lengthening platforms 3 and 4 (October 2010), and 1 and 2 (2011) have been determined and the lengthening of platform 15 is due to be determined shortly.  We are not aware of any plans to operate Thameslink trains through the station.  Network Rail is also considering further plans to extend platform 17 and for congestion relief for their next funding period 2014-19.

Your report (3.1) about the Overground Service the doubling of the track to the ‘Latchmere Curve’ has been completed enabling improvements to the frequency of the service to Willesden Junction to be carried out. Works to accommodate the East London Line Overground Service from Surrey Quays is currently underway and scheduled for completion at the end of this year. This work also involves alterations to the Grant Road entrance to the station and a new lift to platforms 1 and 2 (current application 2011/5462).

Your report 3.2 refers to the links to Heathrow and Crossrail 2.  The link to Heathrow was formerly known as Airtrack. A revised scheme, known as “Airtrack Lite”, was announced in October 2011, which proposes a re-modelling of existing train services rather than operating additional services, to provide a four-trains-per-hour direct rail service from London Waterloo to Heathrow Terminal 5, stopping at Clapham Junction and Putney.

Crossrail 2 is an alternative name for the long running proposal for a Chelsea-Hackney Line, and is not related to the Airtrack project.  It currently has a safeguarded route to Wimbedon, not Clapham Junction.  However, the Rail Utilisation Strategy (RUS) for the South East published in 2011 sets out a number of options for increasing capacity on routes approaching Central London. As part of this it identifies Crossrail Line 2 as having the potential to contribute towards resolving the capacity problem of the south-west approaches as well as providing relief to underground services, such as the Victoria Line. The RUS endorses the Council’s approach insofar as it proposes a tunnel from Euston/Kings Cross via Victoria to Clapham Junction. It suggests that the project should be worked up further and Transport for London are currently undertaking some feasibility work.

As regards growth affecting the station use, your report (3.3) only refers to four sites. As you know the Council, through its pre-adoption versions of the Site Specific Allocation Document (SSAD), sets out a strategy for Clapham Junction. It sets out proposals for 6 sites where regeneration of the town centre can take place, all of which could involve residential development.

You refer to capacity enhancement (4.2). Improvements to St. John’s Hill in front of the station entrance will be carried out in 2012 as part of the next phase of the Exemplar scheme. This will improve pedestrian capacity of the footways through removing much of the existing clutter. The opening of the second entrance further up St. John’s Hill has eased some of the crowding at peak times and encouraged more people to use the wider overbridge rather than the subway. The Grant Road entrance is due to be altered in 2012.

Finally your report refers to the challenge (5.1) calling for a 9-point plan. 

With respect to your first point I agree that Clapham Junction is deserving of a building of architectural distinction. The station was originally built by three separate train companies and much of the infrastructure from the nineteenth century is still much in evidence. Whilst much has been done to restore the best surviving buildings there is a need to improve the station and its facilities. Given the long term rail proposals mentioned above it would be helpful if the railway industry could formulate a visionary plan for the station rather than relying hitherto on the ad hoc incremental approach adopted by the rail operators. It is recognised that the latter emanates from the short-term piecemeal funding approach that has occurred in recent years. 

As regards your point 3 the current proposal for a new lift at the Grant Road entrance will enable inclusive access for people from both sides of the station.

The Council has a continuing dialogue with transport operators and your Group’s lobbying of them to improve facilities at Clapham Junction Station is welcomed. As regards major development sites it is anticipated that the Peabody site will come forward this year, a pre-application public consultation exercise being carried out in late autumn 2011.  

If you have further comments please do get in touch.

Yours sincerely

Barry Sellers

for Assistant Director (Planning and Environmental Services)
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Director of Environment and Community Services:  A G McDonald, BA (Hons) Dip TP MRTPI
Assistant Director (Planning and Environmental Services): Seema Manchanda, MA, M Phil, MRTPI
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