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Clapham Junction Action Group 

51 Mossbury Road, 

London SW11 2PA 

Tel: 07870 565 802 

Email: criuk51-cjag@yahoo.fr  

23rd April 2013 

Ms S Manchanda 

Assistant Director, Planning and Environment Services 

Wandsworth Council 

The Town Hall, Wandsworth High Street 

London SW18 2PU 

 

Request detailed explanation on valid application images 

 

Dear Ms Manchanda, 

Following my question regarding the policy of the Council on applicant AVRs, I would like 

to request further explanation and clarification regarding the following points: 

A) I understood from Mr T Cronin that  

1- All documents received from the developers are put on Wandsworth Council’s 

website, even when containing invalid/not acceptable images. 

2- When images are not considered acceptable (i.e. they do not agree with para 2.49 

of DMPD page 23) the developers are asked to provide valid images. 

Can you confirm that those two point 1. And 2. Are correct? 

B) The Policy says “the use of wide-angle lenses, for example, can distort perspective and 

distance, and thus the relationship between the foreground and background, and this will 

not be acceptable”. Mr Cronin said that there are times when images using a wide 

angle camera reflect what will be seen by human eye1 (i.e. do not distort 

perspective and distances). 

Can you confirm that you agree with that statement and that you can accept images 

taken with a wide angle lens2? (Could you provide examples when images taken with a 

wide angle camera have been considered valid). 

                                                 
1
 I got confirmation by your assistant that everything is on tape so we can easily get the exact wording if needed. 

2
 By custom, a lens of focal length 35 mm or less is considered wide-angle. Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wide-

angle_lens 
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C) In its report 26 March 2010, the government inspector for the 2008 Ram Brewery case 

wrote: “the use of a wide angle lens has the effect of distorting perspective and distance, 

and thus the spatial relationship between foreground and background”.  

Can you confirm that you dispute the fact that using a wide angle lens will always distort 

perspective on the whole picture?  

And therefore can you also confirm that in the view of Wandsworth Borough planning 

department, representations using wide angle lenses are not going to distort perspective 

and distance, and thus the spatial relationship between foreground and background. 

D) Following the use on recent schemes (Peabody and Ram Brewery among others) of 

the developers’ representations using wide angle lens for the Planning information 

document distributed to the public by the Council, Mr T. Cronin said that it was at 

the early stage and aimed to give to the public a representation of the scheme. 

Can you confirm that you found the images distributed to the public by the Council 

acceptable and giving a fair view of the scheme? (If not can you explain what other 

documents will be distributed to the residents – in the same way as the Planning information 

form – to show an accurate representation for the consultation?) 

In addition we would like to arrange a meeting as soon as possible to be able to check the 

documents that you were talking about when you confirmed, during the planning forum 

meeting, to have received “certified views”; we were unable to find them on the planning 

website. 

I thank you in advance for all your responses. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Cyril Richert 

Chair, Clapham Junction Action Group – http://cjag.org 


