
Letter of Objection – 18 March 2013 

Appendix II  

• The applicants visual representation material does not meet 
the Council’s policy requirement for the submission of 
photomontages.  The policy DMS 4, para 2.49;  stipulates 
that:- 

•  “Detailed visual assessments submitted with 
applications in order to demonstrate compliance with this 
policy (DMS 4) will be required to accurately represent 
what would be seen by the human eye.  The use of wide 
angle lens, for example, can distort perspective and 
distance, and thus the relationship between the 
foreground and background, and this will not be 
acceptable.”  

• This policy follows the 2009 Appeal Inspector’s comments 
about photomontages and our insistence upon its inclusion as 
Council policy during the subsequent LDF consultations.  As a 
result the Council now obliges applicants submitting proposals 
with tall buildings, in this case greater than 5 stories in height, 
to comply with the new policy. 

• We have drawn to both officers and Councillors at meetings 
since last October that the applicant’s photomontages do not 
comply with policy as they are all taken at wide-angle.  



Slide 1 is taken from outside Stratton’s bicycle shop on East Hill with a 

28mm wide-angle lens.  Slide 2 is taken from the same viewpoint but with a 

50mm lens. Slide 3 is taken from outside the Royal Oak PH on East Hill with 

a 28mm wide-angle lens. Slide 4 is taken from the same viewpoint but with 

a 50mm lens. 

It will be noted that in slides 2 and 4 taken using the 50mm lens that 

Sudbury House tower block is much more powerful an object and closer to 

the observer than in the wide-angle slides 1 and 3 where it retreats back 

and is far less pronounced.  Therefore, the use of wide-angle lens by the 

applicants for all photomontage representations do not give a true picture of 

the impact which the new development will have upon the town centre.  The 

following slides illustrate this convincingly. They are presented in a series of 

groups of the various views:- 
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1) Barchard Street. 

Slide 5 is the applicant’s wide-angle photo of Barchard Street and Slide 6 

superimposes the new development upon it.   

The true impact upon Barchard Street is shown in Slide 7 using a 

50mm lens taken from exactly the same viewpoint.  The proposed new 

buildings will have a huge impact upon the street as they are gross in 

scale and will not compliment the town centre conservation area nor 

the setting of the ‘The Grapes’ PH just behind and to the right of the 

viewer, a Grade II Listed Building, which will have its open setting 

permanently damaged by the scale of the new development contrary to 

policies local and national. 
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2) The junction of Armoury Way and Fairfield Street  

Slide 8 is the applicant’s wide-angle photo and Slide 9 superimposes the 

new development upon it.   

The true impact upon this street scene is shown in slide 10 using a 

50mm lens taken from exactly the same viewpoint. 
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3) The junction of Buckhold Road  and Wandsworth High Street  

Slide11 is the applicant’s wide-angle photo and Slide 12 superimposes the 

new development upon it.   

The scene cannot be pictured from this close viewpoint to the site with 

a 50mm lens but Slide 13, which is taken from across Buckhold Road 

to encompass the same view using a 50mm lens, illustrates the true 

impact upon the High Street of the development 
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4) The Brewery Tap PH  

Slide 14 of is taken with a very 

wide-angle lens by the 

applicant. When the new 

development is superimposed 

upon it - Slide15 - this is barely 

visible.  That is because the 

photograph was taken very 

close indeed to the building 

and from a viewpoint which 

precludes the distant aspect.   

To obtain as complete a view 

of the PH as seen with the 

naked eye the viewpoint has 

to be moved back to the 

Court House building in 

Garratt Lane where, in Slide 

16 taken with a 50m lens, the 

true impact of the 

development will be 

registered by pedestrians 

and motorists alike. 
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5) The junction of Frogmore  and Armoury Way opposite the Capital 

site  

Slide17 is the applicant’s wide-angle photo and Slide 18 superimposes the 

new development upon it.   

The true impact upon this street scene is shown in slide 19 using a 

50mm lens taken from exactly the same viewpoint.  This is what will be 

seen by the human eye, the base of a massive, tall, 36 storey tower within 

yards of the viewer.  To see the full 36 storey height of the tower the viewer 

will have to crane his neck back to stare upwards from this viewpoint The 

impact of the tower will be overwhelming and wholly out of scale with the 

conservation area and adjacent Listed Buildings  contrary to Council through 

to National policies. 
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6) A view taken by the Wandsworth Society taken c100metres west from 

the above junction – 5 above - looking East along Armoury Way to the 

Capital Site. 

Slide 20 is taken using a 50mm lens. The new tower block will 

dominate the conservation area surrounding it and the settings of 

the Listed Buildings very close to it in the surrounding streets. 
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7) A view taken alongside Wentworth House in Dormay Street off Armoury 

Way, a Grade II Listed Building. 

Slides 21 and 22 are of the before-and-after photomontage view which 

we have taken independently using a 50mm lens.  The closeness and 

dominance of the new tower block is pronounced: it damages the 

setting of this building and defies its context within the 

Conservation Area - the low scale and broad open skies above the 

development site. 
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8) The junction of Frogmore  and Armoury Way opposite the Capital 

site  

Slide17 is the applicant’s wide-angle photo and Slide 18 superimposes the 

new development upon it.   
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9) A viewpoint taken from Wandsworth High Street opposite the All saints 

Church – the apse is in the picture on the left-hand side - and the Church 

Row terrace to the right hand side. 

Slides 25 and 26 are of the before-and-after photomontage view using a 

50mm lens, which we have taken independently, of both these very 

important Grade II* Listed Buildings - amongst the finest in the Borough.   

The new development will profoundly damage the setting of these 

buildings contrary to Council, London and National policies on 

Heritage Assets. 
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10) A view taken from Tonsley Hill  

Slide 25 is a view we have taken using a 50mm lens. From many 

viewpoints in the Tonsleys’ part of the Wandsworth Conservation area the 

impact of the new development will be pronounced. 
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11) A view taken from Tonsley Hill  

Slide 29 is a view we have taken using a 50mm lens. From many 

viewpoints in the Tonsleys’ part of the Wandsworth Conservation area the 

impact of the new development will be pronounced. 
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