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Wandsworth Council will decide as soon as February whether to approve a 
scheme to develop the site of Clapham Junction station. Although the plans 
do include some measures to regenerate the station, they also include the 
construction of TWO 42 STOREY STAINLESS STEEL TOWER BLOCKS. 

There has been nowhere near enough public consultation. The developers’ 
publicity photographs cut the towers off at their base so many people have 
no idea what is proposed. We aim to redress this balance. Please join us 
in objecting to these plans.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME FURTHER REASONS TO OPPOSE… 
Eyesore: The two 42 storey skyscrapers will 
dominate and compete with the adjoining historic 
and listed buildings. The stainless steel blue and 
yellow cladding will dazzle in the sunlight and create 
an eyesore for miles around. 

Overwhelming: Existing high rise development in 
the area reaches nowhere near this scale and is an 
example of what should not be repeated.  

Unaffordable: The towers will consist almost 
exclusively of one or two bedroom flats with no 
affordable housing or provision for families. 

Congestion: over 1000 additional people will be 
concentrated in a small area around the station. No 
car parking spaces for the station; there are no plans 
to provide additional trains or buses. 

Loss of office space: 6050m2 of offices will be 
demolished and not replaced. Yet again, Clapham 
Junction will fail its potential for attracting business. 

BLACKMAIL! 
The Council told us that there is only a choice between:  
• either the two 42 storey towers and refurbishment of the station, 
• or nothing at all for the next 30 years. 

HOWEVER, Network Rail’s Strategic Plan (June 2006) has already 
committed to the provision of a new entrance, additional passage 
capacity and improved access by rafting over the station. Lift 
installation is already underway and the Government will fund a new 
step free access via Brighton Yard by the end of 2009. 

The developer’s proposals are nowhere near as extensive and involve: 
• closing the existing underpass at both ends; 
• diverting passengers the long route over the bridge; 
• relocating the main entrance 200m further up St John’s Hill and 

fitting it out with yet more shops. 

There are no plans to develop the bridge or underpass, nor to provide 
any additional passenger capacity. 

In all, it is unclear what benefit the residents of Clapham Junction will 
gain by accepting these plans. 

YES to a station redevelopment 

NO to twin towers at Clapham Junction 
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January 

 
 

Wessex House, 1a St 
Johns Hill SW11 1TN 
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SIX YEARS OF PLANNING BLIGHT 
One question residents will want answered is 
whether the development will proceed at all in the 
current economic climate?  

However, once planning permission is granted, it 
can last up to three years meaning up to three 
years of planning blight followed by three more 
years of construction. 

If permission is given for the plan, there will be 
little chance of any alternative improvements going 
ahead.  Amongst plans which may be stopped are:  

• Network Rail’s existing plans to develop 
the station,  

• SW Trains’ plans to provide a third step-
free entrance to the station by end 2009; 

• Wandsworth Council’s scheme to divert 
traffic away from the main crossroads by 
the station, and improve pedestrian 
crossings.  

 

Regular news on the campaign: http://towerscj.wordpress.com 
 

No 

With the Battersea Society 
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About 90% of comments sent to the Council are objections 
Wandsworth Council has agreed to extend the public consultation up to the date of the planning committee 
meeting which may be held as soon as 11th February 2009.  Its Planning Service publishes all communications 
on its website from which it can be seen that around 90% of residents are opposed to the plans. 

Don’t forget to send your views: each single representation counts.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let the Council know your views before it is too late!  

e-mail to: 
Council: Planning Application/Mark Hunter [Ref: 2008/4488] 
planningapplications@wandsworth.gov.uk 
 
or write to: 
Planning Service – Technical Services Department 
Town Hall 
Wandsworth High Street 
London SW18 2PU 
 
Please also contact/e-mail and let them know your concerns: 
� Mayor of London, Boris Johnson: mayor@london.gov.uk 
� Battersea MP, Martin Linton: martinlintonmp@parliament.uk 
 
Don’t forget: the more the better. Feel free to propagate your views to the press: 
Wandsworth Borough News has already published plenty of your objections 
� Wandsworth Borough News, email the Editor: kmcqueeney@london.newsquest.co.uk 
� South London Press, email the Editor: letters@slp.co.uk 

Regular news on the campaign: http://towerscj.wordpress.com 
 

Read more on the website: 
http://towerscj.wordpress.com 

 

Mayor of London issues green light  

On 12 November 2008 Boris Johnson’s office 
issued a planning report to Wandsworth Council. 

In summary, the Mayor approves the design of the 
towers finding them “attractive city elements 
contributing positively to the London skyline”. He 
adds that “the buildings do not feature in any 
strategic views.” 

These comments are unbelievable coming from 
the man who, before his election, vowed to put a 
stop to Ken’s ‘phallocratic towers’ and claimed that 
the previous Mayor was intent on ‘wrecking 
London’s skyline’. 

Although the report concludes that the proposals 
do not comply with the London Plan (including in 
respect of environmental standards and lack of 
affordable housing) it suggests remedial measures 
which amount to a barely qualified green light. 

The Mayor has the power to veto any project 
before it is given planning permission. Please 
copy him on any correspondence to the 
Council and remind him of his pre-election 
pledges. 
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The views of a Senior Town Planner 
“In the respect of Local, London wide, and 
national policy/guidance, the Local Planning 
Authority should suitably refuse the 
applications given the harmful impact on the 
character of the area, and absence of 
sufficient information to demonstrate that the 
proposed developments will not have a 
harmful impact on the existing retail and 
market centres, highway and pedestrian 
safety, and the occupants of the neighbouring 
buildings.” (Full reasons available on the website) 


