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Dear Sir/ Madam 14th May 2009

NEW HOTEL AND RETAIL DEVELOPMENT, 155 FALCON ROAD, CLAPHAM
JUNCTION, LONDON SW11

As you may know, we have recently applied for detailed planning consent for a
new 16 storey hotel development adjacent to Clapham Junction Station at 155
Falcon Road, London SW11 (known as "Woburn House").

We are writing this letter to local residents and businesses, including those whom
we know to have attended previous events, in order to provide an update and to
summarise the key elements of the scheme, aS well as offering a means of
communicating any queries or observations that you may wish to put to us.

We have been investors in Clapham for many years and acquired Woburn House
in November 2000. Following its vacation by the Job Centre and after taking
professional advice, we decided that the site had greater potential than the
existing depressing office block/car park and so we embarked upon a project to
replace it with a new hotel and a separate retail unit on the ground floor. This
strategy reflected the increasing support for hotel provision and tall buildings in
highly accessible locations within the adopted London Plan and emerging
Wandsworth Core Strategy policies, together with a widely expressed desire for
regeneration of this part of Clapham Junction.

Upon completion, our intention would be to let the completed building to a
suitable operator and commercial tenant and to retain it as a valued part of our
investment portfolio. We therefore wish to maintain and enhance our ties to the
local area through these proposals and certainly do not intend to develop and
'move on'.

We would like to emphasise that we are not connected to the proposed
redevelopment of the station, nol are we connected to the developers of that
scheme. (Please also note that their two proposed towers are 26 storeys taller
than the building we are proposing).
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As part of our consultation, we initially presented a preliminary scheme to the
Clapham Junction Town Centre Partnership (November 2007) and subsequently,
in April 2008, we held a public exhibition in the existing building on the site, in
order to display a more detailed set of proposals. This was attended by
numerous local residents, council officials, and representatives from a number of
interested organisations and businesses. Our professional team were present to
explain the development of the design and to answer any questions raised and
we were encouraged by the generally positive response that we received.

Since that time our team has refined and revised the project further, taking on
board, wherever possible, comments that have been raised. Generally the
design has evolved, through a reduction in the height and bulk of the building, as
well as improving the relationship of the scheme to its setting in the Conservation
Area.

Clapham Junction is the busiest station in Europe, yet it currently lacks any
modern hotel facilities. This must be deemed a shocking deficiency bearing in
mind Council aims for a 'Clapham Junction fit for the 21st Century'. The
proposed hotel will benefit from its superb location with easy connections to
Victoria, Waterloo, Gatwick and many other destinations as well the East London
Line extension.

The area around the station, especially Falcon Road, merits improvement and
further investment in order to revive the local economy and to upgrade its
rundown buildings. A smart new hotel will generate business for local shops,
restaurants, and services as well as create employment opportunities for local
people.

The project architects, Husband and Carpenter Architects Ltd., have designed an
innovative building comprising 132 bedrooms with reception, restaurant and
conference facilities and a separate retail unit fronting Falcon Road. The design
is a contemporary response to the brief, although the building envelope includes
a range of materials, colours and tones, with references to existing nearby
buildings, including the Debenham's department store (formerly Arding and
Hobbs), the Falcon public house and The Grand Theatre.

It wouldn't be feasible to go into lengthy detail in this letter, but we would assure
you that, as part of the design process, great care has been taken to avoid
problems relating to a wide range of issues that are likely to be of concern to
local residents such as:-

o Overlooking
o Height (inc sunlighUdaylight)
. Cars/parking
o Noise
. Deliveries
o Refuse Storage

Registered Office: 5 Redwood Mews, London SW4 OLJ Registered No. 1815172 England and Wales
VAT No. 607 8301 50



Whilst the Council will, of course, write to all nearby owners as well as to other
consultees, we have also launched a blog at:-

www. n ewh ote I c I a p h a mj u n cti o n . wo rd p ress. co m

The website gives more details of the scheme, together with the relevant
planning application numbers to access the information that is on the
Wandsworth Council website. This provides access to a wide range of drawings
and reports, including a Planning and Conservation Area Appraisal but, should
you have any particular questions relating to the project, these may also be made
by e-mail to davidrosemont@husbandandcarpenter.com or to:-

Husband and Carpenter Architects Ltd

13b St George's Wharf, LondonSWS2LE

You are also welcome to contact us.

The hotel will replace an indifferent and depressing 70s office block with a stylish
new building that will make a major economic and architectural contribution
towards the regeneration of Clapham Junction Town Centre. The project has
been carefully considered to provide the correct balance between quality,
sustainability and viability. We aim to see it up and running, to provide much
needed hotel facilities in this perfect green travel location, before the 2012
Olympics.

We appreciate that planning applications can generate periods of uncertainty for
local communities and to this end we wish to continue and widen the dialogue
that has occuired to date and answer all questions that might arise. We naturally
hope that, as a consequence, you will share with us the enthusiasm and
excitement that stems from these proposals and be able to support them through
the Council's website or otherwise by letter to the Council.

Yours faithfully,

Tim Glass

Director

Oak Trading Co Ltd
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