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The Clapham Junction Action Group is a non-political group of people 
dedicated to representing the interests of the local community. The 
Group formed spontaneously in response to the threat of proposed 
skyscrapers (two 42-storey towers) at Clapham Junction station.  
Thanks to the responses of the local community when they were made 
aware of the need to protest, we succeeded in stopping that 
development as well as a proposed 16 storey hotel nearby. 
As a result, the Council has become more focused about what the 
residents of our borough truly want, and hopefully the Council’s Site-
Specific and Development Management policies (effectively the rules 
for developers) will be amended to reflect this new thinking. 
Over the last 14 months, we have been supported by many local 

residents, associations and councillors who were keen to join with us expressing their concerns about Clapham 
Junction and particularly the station.  
We have already met with directors from the Office of Rail Regulation and senior managers from Network Rail, 
who will be responsible for delivering any improvement project to redevelop the station. Within the next two 
years, these bodies will determine the funding allocation up to 2020. 
We are concerned that our involvement should not just be reactive, but a positive contribution to any new 
development.  Clapham Junction Station is the biggest junction in Europe. It is in a disgraceful state, a national 
scandal, and as such it should be treated as a priority. Money is, as always, the stumbling block but  with the 
help of concerned people we may be able to inspire more imaginative thinking about the scope of the 
opportunity without resorting to skyscrapers to pay for it. 
Although many statutory, political and business forums will be consulted before any plans are drawn 
up, this is an opportunity for local residents to have their say. 

For example: 
� Would you welcome a new station building on the site of the current Stop 

Shop and adjacent buildings, and if so, should it make a landmark for 
Clapham Junction or seek to blend in with the current style of buildings in 
the area? 

� If taller buildings are to be included in the development to make it viable, 
how tall should they reasonably be?  

� What suggestions would you make for improving access between St 
John’s Road and Grant Road and the station platforms in between? 
Should the current underpass and overpass be retained and how could 
they be enhanced?  Should further overpasses/underpasses be added? 

� What is your vision for the entrance of Grant Road? St John’s Hill? Should the redevelopment concentrate on 
the station buildings solely or include destroying the adjacent building to redesign the full area? 

� How much shopping do you think should be made available in any development and should space be made 
available for office businesses? 

� What should be done to improve access to the station across and along the busy roads around? 

� What prime conditions should be addressed for any redevelopment of the station? 
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Send Your 
View 

Cyril Richert and Kate Williams 

We would be happy to collect the views of the community to make a case to Network Rail. 

���� Please send your views (letter/graphs/notes…) on the station area to: 
email ����: criuk51-cjag@yahoo.fr or by post ���� CJAG – 51 Mossbury Road, London SW11 2PA  

Station 

Presentations will be published 
on the CJAG’s website 

Credit: South London Press 
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The Station: Current Situation 
Clapham Junction Station is the busiest train 
interchange in Britain and is used by 19.8 million 
recorded passengers per year starting or 
finishing their journeys at the station (not including 
changes between trains, which increases the 
figure to 36.57 million passengers). There is a 
30% planned growth by 2026. 
Passenger congestion is already a major issue 
during the am and pm peak travel periods. 
Passengers using the St John’s Hill ticket hall are 
regularly affected by congestion. Grant Road 
provides an unwelcoming approach with adjacent 
derelict and boarded up buildings and the 
entrance is closed at 11pm. 

The subway experiences severe congestion 
during the am & pm peak flows and throughout 
much of the day. The current congestion levels at 
Clapham Junction, both on platforms and inside 
the station, are in need of long term sustainable 
solutions. 

Proposals for a Tall Building policy 
The government inspectorate is currently reviewing the 
Council’s vision on the development of the borough for the 
next 15 years (Core Strategy). 
Along with the Battersea, Wandsworth and Putney 
Societies, we have submitted some considerations where 
tall buildings should be refused: 
1. Historic environment considerations. 
2. Buffer zones to Conservation Areas. 
3. Insufficient access to public transport. 
4. Within or adjacent to a residential area. 
5. Adverse effect locally and in a wider London context. 
We also recommend that appropriate publicity at the 
pre-application stage to be agreed and discussions 
between developers and Council Members and officials to 
be minuted. 
� In a draft document published, the Council removed 
reference to the Station site being potentially suitable for 
tall buildings (but still 20 stories!) and in general the town 
centre being only suitable for up to 5 storey building. 

�More on our website, category: Tall building policy 

Improvements and funding 
� Network Rail is currently installing lifts at Clapham 

Junction Station, to provide access to each platform 
from the footbridge as part of the government’s 
‘Access for All’ programme – 2010. [£8.5m]  

� Additional entrance and ticket hall will be created 
with parking and a drop-off area in Brighton Yard for 
taxis and cars (see plans on our website) – 2011. 
[£1.5m]  

� Small improvements and cosmetic [£2m] 
� Wider footways, street furniture, cycle lanes, road 

diversion (Council’s “Exemplar Scheme”) [£3m]  
� Additional funding announced by the Transport 

Secretary: £10m. Projects to be decided. 

Redevelopment of Peabody Estate 
The housing association 
has released a proposal for 
redeveloping completely 
the estate in St John’s Hill.  
The plan aims to double 
the number of new homes 
(up to 650) and to be 
funded through a 
combination of social 
housing grants and private 
homes.   
However criticisms have highlighted that it includes tower 
blocks (sitting on top of the hill, therefore much higher 
than any other in the area) and a much higher density. 
In addition, Council’s documents specify that tall buildings 
in this location are likely to be inappropriate. 
A planning application could be lodged end 2009. 

�More on our website, category: Clapham Junction 

Ram Brewery Inquiry – November 2009 

After the approval of the 
Ram Brewery 
redevelopment project, 
including two skyscrapers, 
by Wandsworth Borough 
Council last year, the 
planning was stopped by 
the government who called 
for a 5 week inquiry. 

Other news on the CJAG website: http://cjag.org 
 

Extensions and perspectives 
� Frequency of overground services to Willesden 

Junction to be increased to 4 trains/hour [2011].  
� Phase 2 of the East London Line extension, 

running from Clapham Junction to Docklands 
[May 2012]. 

� New rail link from Heathrow Airport to 
Waterloo. 2 services an hour stopping at 
Clapham Junction [2014]. 

Your chance to contribute: 
tell us what your think 

 
���� Please email: ���� criuk51-cjag@yahoo.fr or by post: ���� CJAG – 51 Mossbury Road, London SW11 2PA 

The CJAG presented a testimony against the scheme 
highlighting a parallel with the 42 storey buildings 
proposed for Clapham Junction station. 
The Secretary of State said he will issue a decision before 27 
May 2010. 

�Photos and articles (with CJAG’s testimony) on our website, 
category: Ram Brewery 
 


