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Clapham Junction Action Group 

51 Mossbury Road, 

London SW11 2PA 

Tel: 07870 565 802 

Email: criuk51-cjag@yahoo.fr  

2nd April 2013 

 

Ms. Gemma Bristow, Planning Officer 

Environment and Community Service Department 

Wandsworth Council 

The Town Hall, Wandsworth High Street 

London SW18 2PU 

 

Objection to planning applications 2012/3747: Islamic Centre, 79 Falcon Road, London SW11 

2PF  

 

Dear Ms Bristow, 

We are writing to record our objection on the application 2012/3747 regarding the 

proposals for the redevelopment of The Falcon Road Mosque. 

We have considered the planning proposals along with the significant input from local 

residents and other organisations already detailed on you planning website. We object to 

the proposal for the following reasons: 

1. Scale and Design 

The existing Mosque is clearly in need of refurbishment and an upgrade. It is however of a 

similar scale and size to other buildings on Falcon Road. The new proposals are for a 

significantly larger building which will be taller and will have a larger footprint, especially at 

the front of the building. Although this new design is to allow for larger capacity no thought 

has been given to parking and other local congestion issues. 

The proposal is to significantly expand the size of the existing mosque due to capacity 

problems. Although the plans submitted provide an increase in size of 44% and capacity for 

300-400 men inside the mosque there has been no consideration given to the impact this 

will have on the local area.  As a result many of the issues raised below can only get worse 

rather than improve if these plans go ahead.  
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We are concerned by the lack of detail and the absence of drawing on a wider 

prospective, showing how the Mosque will look in relation to the other buildings in the area, 

particularly on Falcon Grove. 

In addition to the size, there is also a proposal to incorporate minarets and a large 

(orange? gold?) dome, covering most of the roof, at the top of the building. Although we 

are not against a Mosque and appreciate the benefits of some architectural elements to 

characterise the building, the scale of the proposal will significantly change the character 

of the road, in clear contrast with the rest of the area. 

2. Parking and traffic congestion 

Numerous local residents have commented on the current problems from visitors to the 

Mosque causing major parking and congestion problems around the site. In particular 

residents in the Falcon Grove cul-de sac have complained of problems with access to and 

from their homes caused by illegal parking and traffic from the Mosque. There are already 

problems with visitors congregating on the pavements outside the Mosque. 

The new design proposal has nothing in it to reduce these local pressures and therefore the 

inevitable increase in visitor numbers can only make them worse. 

3. Safety 

The new proposals will reduce the space at the front of the building for people to 

congregate increasing the likelihood of people blocking pavements and spilling into the 

road at peak times. This, combined with the congestion issues outlined above, and the 

number of visitors crossing the busy Falcon Road from bus stops will increase the chances of 

accidents happening. 

4. Noise and Litter 

Local residents already complain about noise from the site and an increase in litter. There 

has been no mention of how the new Mosque will handle the issue of speakers used for the 

call to prayer or the general noise and disruption from large numbers of people gathering 

in one small place. 

5. Falcon Grove Residents 

It is clear from the Wandsworth planning site that there is considerable concern from Falcon 

Grove residents in particular about the new plans. To date we have seen nothing to re-

assure these residents that the significant increase in capacity at the site will not make their 

lives even more difficult. A lack of attention to consulting with and taking into consideration 

the needs of the people living in the immediate vicinity of the Mosque can only increase 

local tensions which is far from ideal for such a culturally sensitive planning application. 

6. Lack of local support 

We have studied the objection and support letters on The Wandsworth planning site with 

interest. It is clear that there is significant objection from local residents living in the 
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immediate vicinity of the site. There are no letters of support until the period from 15 

February and most of these letters of support are from Mosque users who do not live in the 

immediate vicinity. We believe that focus should be given to the wishes and concerns of 

the local people who live alongside the Mosque, especially those who will not be using the 

centre but who will have to live with the consequences of its expansion. 

 

In conclusion we agree with the Battersea Society and other local residents that the real 

issue is the growth of users of the Mosque beyond the capacity of the small site; the only 

suitable proposal is to look to move the site of the Mosque to a location where suitable 

planning can be made for parking and a larger building.  

We have no objection in principle to the expansion or building of a Mosque however we 

strongly believe that any such plans should take into consideration practical requirements 

that arise from such an important project. Therefore we trust the Council will refuse the 

planning application and encourage the Mosque to seek other means of expansion, 

including additional/alternative premises within the borough. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dan Bown 

Steering Committee – Clapham Junction Action Group – http://cjag.org 


